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One of the corne rstones of FDl's missiOlls 

is to "Cotllributc 10 the dcrelopmclll and 

Jiswmillmioll (!f policies, ,'itandi.mls und ir!fiJrllw­

lion rdared to ull aspects of oml health rare ". 

This ob ject ive i ~ ue ing Illet by the develop­

ment of a database o f rcfcrc llcc~ for ~uch 

information. Th is dat<lbase is open to 

cH:ryuod), and i ~ located on the hOrllcpagc of 

the FDI: www.fdi.org.uk 

How can thi s database he lp 
national dental associations? 
A task that is almost universal for national 

denta l associntions is to cons ider and suggest 

policies alld c!i nieal gu ideli nes for the ir 

mCl11hcr~ on many is~ue~ rdated to oral 
~ 

he'l lth care practice and management. At 

l ill\e~ such j ~sU\~s are raised by the puvlic or 

the t11l:dia and ,Ill imillediate response is 

needed from someOI1f' in the profession; this 

Illa\' be frolll th e national den tal associat ion , 

if a rap id respOIl~e is required. S0111e 

national ilssociation s hilve resources ilnd a 

large teilm of staff trained to search for data 

.uKI perhaps even organise consensus confer­

ences on specific topics. Ho\\"e\"er, the large 

111il)· orit1' of mem ber assoc iations have to relv , ~ 

on local expe rt opi nion , custo mary practice 

in the country or even common sen~c when 
~ 

resolving such issues. Some also turn to the 

FD[ Scie ntifi c Commission fOr" advice alld 

ta telll en ts 
• • 

e lnes ln 
t ~are 

gU idelines. Clearly, many nationa l de nIal 

ilssociati uns would be nefit if a databasc of 

guidelines, dirccti\"es, conference proceed­

ings, co n sen su~ papers, policy statem ents etc, 

Ull topics relakd tu ora l hea lth was made 

a\·ailablc for filst access . National dental 

ilssodations would the reb" be .,ble to , 
appr;lise what othe r prufess io llill associations 

in the dental community ha\"c developed and 

possibly also impleme nt those elements 

which could be adapted 10 their local 

professional, cultural and socio-ceonomic 

needs. 

I-low can thi s database help 
general practit io ners? 
Generill practitioners frequently ex perience 

il need to lind answers to problems which 

may arise in the ir dail), clinical practice. 

These prob le ms I1My be of a SCiClltilic 

naturc, may rdate to practice manageme nt or 

perhaps art' que~tions on c nvironmental 

issues. Of course there is enormous 

in format ion a\·ailablc in the scicnti/lc 

literature, on the [nternet and e lsewhere; 

the dillku lt\' is to find the most relevant , 

Il rilll ar \' or seco ndary research. Access to a , ~ 

Jatabilse with guidelines, directiH's and 

policy stateme nts developed, arno ngst o thers, 

by pre~tigious profCs~ional o rganisations will 

rnluce douhts and ti me spent on trying to 

I 
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The FD I database 
\Vi th these ohjcctin:s in mi nd, an inh.:ractivc 

web-based database has been developed 

con "lin ing guidelines, di rectives, co nference 

proceedi ngs, c omCllSUS papers, poli(;y 

statem ents etc, o n to pics related to oral 

health carc. The ]l('tc rogCtlCOllS nature o f 

th is type ofinformJtion makes it d ifficult 

to idc ntifv and locate . So far, thc database , 

has evoked th rough ('xploratioll of the 

Med l inc, "pprais,d o f referellce lis ts in 

scientific papen, systematic ~ca rch cs on 

the Internet, CILlotations from prese ntations 

at \'arious professional meet ings, etc. 

Curre nti)', appro"ima lely 340 re fe rences in 

record ed , Th e great majority of these ;m: in 

English. 

The database is accessed through the I ~ DI 

home page through a simple interface wit h 

multi language options (FifJ ure 1). At th is 

stage the options arc Span ish, Po rtuguese, 

Ger man, hench and English. The fefe rences 

are o rganised into subcategories, whic h at 

present co nsists o f seve n g roups, each 

containing fOllr to eleven topi cs Or/hIe I ) . 

The <letual references are described with 

year, title, cou ntry and o riginating source, A 

furthe r identifi cation is e ithlT In- the ir ISSJ\/ 

ISBN identificato r o r the Medline L1ni(p.le 

IdentifilT, L11. The L11s in th e database are 

hyperlinked to the actu al description in the 

Pub~-1ed interface of Medline . JV!o reover, 

sO lne oflhe rekrences afe aV<'I ilable on 

Internet , and these arl' also hype rlinked 

directl v from the database . 
~ 

What about FD I statements 
and projects? 
The aim of the database is al so to rd lect the 

acti\"itie ~ of FDI. All FD I state ments made 

by the general asse mblies during the las t 10 

years are included a nd these stateme nts can 

be printed out. The shurt , Single page, 

statements arc available as tL,t -li k s, \vh ile 

longe r stat ements Gl n be downloaded as 

.pdf- file s (Adobe Acrobat Reade r). 1'\'lor('­

O\Tr, the \'arious outcomes oj" the projects of 

the FDI Com mi ssion are pre~ented . .I\1(l~ t of 

these Me publ ished in FDi \'i'1If/d and in the 

i nlcflw l imw l DCIl lcd joufIlill. It i~ in1cnded tu 

make these speci fi c PJpers a"ail ahle on li ne in 

ii,dlle xt as ,pdf iiles \\ilh d irect h )'pcrlink~ 

ii-o lll the database. 

Keeping the database 
updated 



!'alient issue:. Public;: h ealth Pr('t-'illutions in 
I ~SUCS the denial oflkc 

C Mdio''aM.'t,lar A~·t:e's 10 care Cn)).~- i r \ k 't.'l.ion 

probk"'$ t'(Hl lro l 

Clue"r 

D isabled pal ic ll ts I Der mJtitis, alle rgy; 

Caric~ LUe); 

L:mcrgt.. .. K)' 

trealmcnt Diet Enl'irol llllenial 

is.~uc~ 

Erosion Filloride., 
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, I)'l!'function 

l hi ~ cOllu:: p l hd ~ bl' \ ' n the d rh'ing fonx lor 

creat i ng t he ex i ~ ti 11 g cb taba~e . F\l rt li t '1' 

\'nha lK e lllc n \ and qua lity a~;;urancc o f ib 

(Olllen!s no\\ r{ .. ~ t .~ o n all of LI S. I hope all 

National ,\'1cm bc r t\s~oc i a tiollS, as \H_'II ,)S 

in divid u als and other profes~ io nal ol'g:lI1 i ~a­

ti o n~, will u nd er~t ;Hld the b e n e fit of 

con tr ihuting a nd will part ici pate in .1 

l~ )l kcti\"c d Torl lo keep the d atabase 

upd a ted . 
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M at crials, SfX>eiillli'lCd Edu c;:at ioll , 

t cchniquc~ & procL"(luf'Cs m anl)()we r & 

proced ures scient il;': iss ues 

!\ndg;l rn ,IUd Emk)(lo rltic.; Edu(·.ltion 
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hm_'nsic .IClll istry Epidc ll1i hl,,~ 
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Ant ihi", ie" ,11111 Impl .. nl~ (1lMli ty .. "ur .In((' 
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("t "\1 H: I ics rk'lor.l til-cs and 

theral 'Y 
' ! ( ) ~ in, I "!:~1 and 
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Ple.b(· Iluppl)' the I;D! offiCI: \\ it h rcfcn .. :nccs 

to, or a n y tYI)C of ill li) rrnation on , natiol1al 
• • 

and lu (:,11 gu ide! incs, d i rccli \'t: ~ . con fe r'-' Il ,\" 

proa~\ 'd i ngs, consenllu-,> IMpe ril, poliLJ' 

-'>ta tC!llcnts d c , 011 to pics related to oral 

he;llth C,1rt'. T hc appropriate em,liI addrt' ~s is 

located at the bottom of page 3 . 
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