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On what do we base our clinical 
decisions when we’re uncertain?

• on reasoning?

• on anecdotes?

• on own clinical practice?

• on press cuttings?

• on expert opinions?

• on cost minimization?

• on critically appraised new 
information?



3

Programmed approaches when 
we’re uncertain 

• A patho-physiological approach: this 
makes sense…
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• A patho-physiological approach

• An expert / “how I was trained” approach: 
I learned this worked / didn't work...

Programmed approaches when 
we’re uncertain 
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• A patho-physiological approach

• An expert / “how I was trained” approach

• An anecdotal approach: this worked / didn't 
work last time I tried...

Programmed approaches when 
we’re uncertain 
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Clinical experience = clinical knowledge ?

“ The expression “it works in my 
hands” seems to serve as a standard 
of validity for some people, despite 
the fact that a positive clinical 
response may be obtained either 
because of, in spite of, or 
irrespective of the treatment 
rendered.” 

(Charles Greene, 1976)
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• A consultant approach: maybe I can ask a 
few colleagues I work with….

Programmed approaches when 
we’re uncertain 

• A patho-physiological approach

• An expert / “how I was trained” approach

• An anecdotal approach
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• A consultant approach

• A textbook approach: 

– Are my textbooks and articles updated ?

– Can I find them? 

– Do they give strong support for decisions?

Programmed approaches when 
we’re uncertain 

• A patho-physiological approach

• An expert / “how I was trained” approach

• An anecdotal approach
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Programmed approaches when 
we’re uncertain 

• A patho-physiological approach

• An expert/how I was trained approach

• An anecdotal approach

• A consultant approach

• A textbook approach
• Is a library nearby?
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• A consultant approach

• A textbook approach

• Is a library nearby?
• Can answers be found on the Internet?

Programmed approaches when 
we’re uncertain 

• A patho-physiological approach

• An expert / “how I was trained” approach

• An anecdotal approach
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Can answers be found on the 
Internet? …. “Web-medicine”

• General search
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Metacrawler - webmedisin
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Yahoo! - webmedisin
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Altavista - webmedisin
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FAST - webmedisin
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Lycos - webmedisin -bilder
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Information is not knowledge is 
not clinical competence!

• General searching often non-specific 

• Takes much time

• Quality of information varies greatly 

Is this as good as it gets?
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Can answers be found on the 
Internet? …. “Web-medicine”

• General search

• Medical databases
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Using the Univ. Oslo OVID medical databases

http://gateway.ovid.com/autologin.html
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Alternative possibilities for finding information is ISI:

http://igate.bibsys.no/isearch/isi?lang=E
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Can answers be found on the 
Internet? …. “Web-medicine”

• General search

• Medical databases

– Medline
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Publications in Medline
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MEDLINE indexes ~4000 publications - a distinct minority
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Dental Subset of Medline 
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Several “windows” to Medline can be assessed:

http://www.docnet.org.uk/drfelix/
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OVID search strategies difficult to remember
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NLM offers two windows to Medline

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/databases/freemedl.html
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PubMed offers easy search facilities

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/
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Useful details are the “see related articles” & “clinical queries” 

possibility
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Filters can be applied to therapy, diagnosis, etiology or prognosis

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/clinical.html
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Information is not knowledge is 
not clinical competence!

• General searching often non-specific 

• Takes much time

• Quality of information varies greatly

• Can’t remember how to search effectively

• (Most) original articles can´t be retrieved

• Not enough time anyway

Is this as good as it gets?
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Can answers be found on the 
Internet? …. “Web-medicine”

• General search

• Medical databases

– Medline

– ISI

– Embase, Cinahl

• Medical metasite searching
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Medical information can be found many places on the net - but 

beware of quality!

http://omni.ac.uk/
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Medical information can be found many places on the net - but 

beware of quality!

http://www.lib.umich.edu/megasite/
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Information is not knowledge is 
not clinical competence!

• General searching often non-specific 
• Takes much time
• Quality of information varies greatly
• Can’t remember how to search effectively
• (Most) original articles can´t be retrieved
• Not enough time anyway
• Medical metasite searches on oral health 

issues are often superficial
• Metasite searching often too “textbook”
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Can answers be found on the 
Internet? …. “Web-medicine”

• General search

• Medical databases

– Medline

– ISI

– Embase, Cinahl

• Medical metasite searching

• Cochrane Library



18/01/2009 36

Status of current Cochrane Oral 
Health Group reviews - 7.2001

5 systematic reviews

22 protocols

4 protocols out with referees

20 titles registered
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Can answers be found on the 
Internet? …. “Web-medicine”

• General search

• Medical databases

– Medline

– ISI

– Embase, Cinahl

• Medical metasite searching

• Cochrane Library

• Primary publications
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Dentists’ environment 
An information overload

Meetings/
courses

Colleagues

Advertising

- producers

- colleagues

Dental 

literature “Vitenskap

”

WWW

Patients & (-groups)

Popular magazines & Media

Dental
‘science’
700 journals: 
25 000 articles/yr
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Dentists’ environment 
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